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dogged defence of this small detachment, despite the ordeal
they suffered from the tremendous explosions of heavy shells,
was the main cause of the collapse of the British plan.

The Turkish machine guns which took such toll of our
troops were four old maxims, two of which were destroyed
by the naval bombardment, and two pom-poms at " V **
Beach; and at " W " Beach two maxims enfilading the main
wire entrenchment.

No Turkish artillery was brought to bear on the Helles
landings, except at** V " Beach, from the batteries on the Asiatic
shore. This was desultory and negligible, thanks to the fire
of the covering ships.

Although 4,000 men were landed at Anzac by 5 a.m., 8,000 by
8 a.m. and 15,000 by the late afternoon; and against these the
Turks could only oppose 500 troops up to 9.30 a.m. and from
that hour until dusk a gradually increasing number, which at no
time exceeded 5,000 men; yet so strong is the power of the
defence against maritime invasion that the enemy held their ground.

Studied in the light of knowledge after the event, the situation
at Anzac on the night of the 2 5th was far from unsatisfactory.
Despite the extraordinary panic in the vicinity of the beaches,
the troops in the front line, though tired out with the strain
of the day, were still in good heart and knew they held the
measure of the Turks. In fact, though we did not know it,
the Turks were thoroughly disorganised and had suffered
2,000 casualties, a much higher percentage of loss than that of
the Anzac Corps.

He concludes his review thus :

" Fortunate indeed must it be considered that Sir Ian
Hamilton had decided against the landing near Bulair.
If the 29th Division, using five landing pkces, three of
which were practically unprepared for defence, could effect
so little against a total force of two battalions, an attempt
to land at the northern isthmus, where only one small
beach was available, where an attack was confidently
expected, and where two divisions were waiting to oppose
it, must surely have ended in failure."*

An opinion I most fully share.

* "Military Operations, Gallipoli," Vol. I, pages 255 and256,